
July 29, 1’360 

Dr. Charles Phi 11 ips 
Division of Physical Defense 
Fort Detrick 
Frederick, Narylend 

Dear Char1 ie: 

I was very pleased to receive ond read the copy of the report 
of the NRC Advisory Cmfttee on “New Principles for BW Aerosol 
Alarms.” There are B rtumber of intrlgulng ideas here, saw of which 
we had, of course, arrived at independently in the Westex discussions 
and others which are novel and challenging, I hope you wilt be agreeable 
to having thls report reproduced in the fpece Sci -3 Board Office 
for distrlbutlon to the members of the Exobiology Camnittee. 

With referanco to your own particular problem, it seems obvious 
that everything hinges on the collection of large smples of air 
from which the desired constituents can be collected snd analy-.- ‘. 
Had it occurred to you that it might be convc~ient to work with 
1 iyuified air, from which for example bacteria night be concentrated 
by fi Itration? You might wish to put your alarm system in as an 
accessory to existing facilities for the productior .L ‘-tiid air 
as a m tter of sconany. 1 don’t know the tima fat -or that may be 
lnvoived betb :en the co\ iection of atmospheric ei..- and its condens *Ken 
and liquifaction but this cannot be a very long interval. 

1 was etPpecially interested in the idea mentio-e.4 on page 27 md 
originating with Roberts and Briton at iarnegie. We had seen sane 
reports coming out of a medical research institute in Connecticut 
concerning the orlontrtion of microscopic particles in elactrestet’ 
fields but have had sane difficulty In reproducing the effect in our 
own casual experiments here. Do you know any mure about this effect! 
I can write to Briton to see what more he might have to sey about it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 


